
The Bill Leary Memorial Scholarship 
 

 
Bill Leary will always be known for some very important qualities. His smile, his love for his 
family, and the love for the kids at school. Bill always gravitated to the kids that needed him the 
most. Bill’s mission was to provide a safe, healthy and happy place at school.  
 
Bill was an avid runner, cyclist, skier, and hiker. His life was centered around fitness and the 
outdoors. He always said, “I need to be fit, so I can be around to take care of the kids”. 
 
In Bill Leary’s honor, Bill’s family is awarding a $1,000 scholarship each year to a graduate of 
Klamath Union High School. Bill loved kids and he always gravitated to the kids that had to work 
a little harder or needed a little extra help.  
 
Each year one lucky student will be chosen by Bill’s family to be the Bill Leary Memorial 
Scholarship recipient. This student will write an essay explaining why they think they deserve 
this honor.  
 
Minimum Requirements: 

 3.0 cumulative high school GPA 
 Admitted to and will be attending junior college or a 4-year college in the fall. 
 Completed Essay 

o NOTE: Essay should be limited to 1-page, double-spaced, and no longer than 250 
words. 

o Essay must address the following:  
 The things in your life that you have overcome and how you still 

succeeded.  
 What are your dreams, your challenges, how will this scholarship help 

you accomplish your dreams, and finally after learning about Bill Leary, 
what can you do in your life to honor his legacy?  

 
To apply for the Bill Leary Memorial Scholarship, email the following materials to: 
gopels@pelicaneducationfoundation.com  no later than May 13, 2026 by 11:59 p.m. (Pacific): 

 KU transcript clearly showing your cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher; 
 Dated junior or 4-year college acceptance/admission letter for fall 2026; and 
 Completed essay which includes the items and follows the formatting above. 

 
We thank you for your interest in the Bill Leary Memorial Scholarship, and for wanting to keep 
Bill’s legacy alive! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Leary Family 


